
                                                

 
 

E L E F A N T E N   I N   N O T 
 
 
Brigitte Uttar Kornetzky 
Chairman 
Homberg 329 
9125 Brunnadern                                                                                                             Date: Dec 15, 2024 
Switzerland.                                                                                                                       Location:  Golaghat 
 
 
 
 

 
THE SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FORUM 

 
Report on “The Impact of Climate Change on Human-Elephant Conflict” 

 
 
The discussion on “The Impact of Climate Change on Human-Elephant Conflict” proved to be 
highly productive, generating insightful questions and addressing key concerns regarding the 
ongoing Human-Elephant Crisis. 
 
Our NGO Elefanten in Not (Elephants in Need), based in Switzerland and represented by Brigitte 
Uttar Kornetzky, Chairman, and Mr. Daniel Myburg, board member, provided a comprehensive 
analysis of the critical situation in the Golaghat and Numaligarh landscapes. Their insights are 
essential for identifying potential solutions related to Human-Elephant Conflict. 
 
The rapid decline of forest habitats is primarily caused by the expansion of agricultural land use 
and the increasing demand for wood and bamboo from both industries and local communities. 
This widespread deforestation results in significant loss of habitat and food security for 
elephants, leaving them with limited options for foraging. 
 
We must prioritize the preservation of our elephants instead of relocating them, as it is our 
responsibility to create and maintain a habitat that meets their needs. 
 
The area surrounding Golaghat and Numaligarh is home to a large herd of approximately 70-80 
elephants, who lack a natural forest habitat and instead roam through tea gardens from 
Borchapori near Bokakhat to Thurajan and Murfuloni, adjacent to the Nambor Doigrung Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Notably, they tend to avoid the Nambor Wildlife Sanctuary, which is already home to 
another herd of 25-40 elephants. This herd frequently invades local paddy fields from October to 
December, leading to annual conflicts with villagers. Unfortunately, the absence of a viable forest 
means that the elephants must rely on patches of wild grass in tea gardens for sustenance. 
Therefore, creating adequate feeding areas for this herd is urgently needed. 



 
The rising number of fatalities is alarming, with over 70 deaths of both humans and elephants 
reported each year. Government records indicate that between 2010 and 2020, elephants were 
responsible for the deaths of at least 875 people, while 825 elephants themselves lost their lives. 
 
 
 
 
Outcomes from the Presentation: 
 
1. Strict protection of forest land to prevent encroachment is essential. 
   
2. The Government of Assam should establish a dedicated Wildlife Division within the Forest 
Department in Golaghat district. 
 
3. Documentation of existing elephant corridors is necessary, and development activities in these 
areas should be regulated by the government. 
 
4. Eco-sensitive zones (ESZ) surrounding the Nambor Doigrung Wildlife Sanctuary must be 
identified and implemented without delay. 
 
5. Elephants must be granted the Right of Passage, which entails the removal of dangerous 
barriers such as barbed wire and razor-wire fences in transit areas. A team should be deployed 
to clear these hazards along common migration paths, including deep trenches. 
 
6. Monitoring regulations for both human and elephant movements are crucial. An Elephant 
Protection Squad should be deployed in areas frequented by elephants—especially during the 
critical months of October, November, and December—to ensure human safety. 
 
7. Local education initiatives about wildlife conservation and elephants' needs are vital and will 
aid in conflict mitigation. Areas such as Murphuloni, Morongi, and Rongbong represent urgent 
opportunities for implementing these educational programs. 
 
8. Legal action should be taken against individuals who harm elephants, such as those using 
slingshots for attacks. Swift and strict enforcement of wildlife protection laws is imperative. 
 
9. High-powered electric fences and transformers should be properly secured to prevent 
elephant fatalities. Transformers must be safely enclosed to eliminate risks for elephants and 
people alike. 
 
10. Identification of suitable land for plantation should be pursued wherever possible, particularly 
around forest edges, riverbanks, and in strategic patches between corridors, including tea 
gardens. 
 
11. Establishing an early warning system to inform communities about elephant movements is 
crucial. 
 
12. Timely compensation for crop damage caused by elephants should be ensured by the 
government to support affected farmers. 
 
13. Existing elephant corridors should be secured, and new transit routes should be mapped and 
signed properly. 
 
14. Linear infrastructures near or within these corridors should be minimized and monitored by 
the Forest Department. An early warning system for railways must be established to prevent 
deadly encounters for elephants. 
 



15. Traffic signs should be deployed to warn drivers of elephant crossings and adjust speed 
limits accordingly, with enforcement measures for violations. 
 
16. Education for villagers on alternative protective measures for their crops—such as using chili 
powder, bee hives, or other non-lethal methods—is essential. The use of electric fencing within 
elephant habitats must be prohibited by the Government of India. 
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